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Biblical Understanding

Left: Canaanite 
duck-bill axe head 
from the Middle 
to Late Bronze 
Age (2000–1200 
B.C), likely used 
as a weapon.

Right: Scene of 
Amenhotep II 
and his Asiatic 
campaign. A 
stele describing 
this campaign 
by Amenhotep II 
has the earliest 
Egyptian text 
mentioning the 
Canaanites.

Below: 
Sarcophagus frag-
ment depicting a 
Phoenician shep-
herd (5th to 4th 
centuries B.C.)

Page 11: Model 
of an 8th cent. 
B.C. Phoenician 
warship.
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Ancient Near Eastern Texts

WHAT ARE EXECRATION TEXTS?

Source: Wycliffe Dictionary of Biblical Archaeology, ed. Charles F. Pfeiffer 
(Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1973), 232. 
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Archaeological Excavations 

A LASTING INFLUENCE

Source: Keith N. Schoville, “Canaanites and 
Amorites” in Peoples of the Old Testament 
World, eds. Alfred J. Hoerth, Gerald L. 
Mattingly, and Edwin M. Yamauchi (Grand 
Rapids: Baker Books, 1994), 178.  

Above: 
Phoenician cunei-
form tablet with 
a poem detail-
ing the myth of 
Baal’s death at 
the hands of the 
Canaanite god of 

death, 
Mot. The 
tablet, from 
the house of the 
high priest at Ras 
Shamara, dates to 
14th cent. B.C.

Left: Standing 
stones (or in  
Hebrew masse-
both); these mark 
the likely site of 
Canaanite wor-
ship in Megiddo.

Right: Palace 
ruins at Ebla 
(later known as 
tel Mardikh). 
Ebla was the 
dynastic capital 
of the region. 
Excavations at 
Ebla uncovered 
thousands of 
cuneiform tablets 
dating to the 

Middle Bronze 
Age (about 2000 
B.C.). Several 
refer to names of 
cities and persons 
mentioned in the 
Bible. Further, 
many of the texts 
offer information 
about worship 
practices and 
beliefs related 
to the Canaanite 
god, Baal. The 
name Ebla means 
“white rock”–
likely a reference 
to the limestone 
on which the city 
was built.  
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ILLUSTRATOR PHOTO/ GB HOWELL, JR. (35/63/54)
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1. Information and population figures cited above come from K. L. Noll, Canaan and 
Israel in Antiquity: An Introduction (London: Sheffield Academic Press, 2001), 83-116. 

2. Israel Finkelstein, The Archaeology of the Israelite Settlement (Jerusalem: Israel 
Exploration Society, 1988), 186. “An influx of settlers overran the region” (187). 

3. Alfred J. Hoerth, Archaeology and the Old Testament (Grand Rapids: Baker 
Academic, 1998), 216.

4. See Richard S. Hess, “Early Israel in Canaan: A Survey of Recent Evidence and 
Interpretation” in Israel’s Past in Recent Research: Essays on Israelite Historiography; 
ed. V. Philips Long. Sources for Biblical and Theological Studies 7 (Winona Lake, IN: 
Eisenbrauns, 1999), 498-512. Originally published in Palestine Exploration Quarterly 
125 (1993), 125-42. 

5. Beth Alpert Nakhai, “Canaanite Religion” in Near Eastern Archaeology: A Reader, 
ed. Suzanne Richard (Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2003), 343-48.
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