
Explore the Bible Adult Leader Guide 

Teaching Plans

Session 13: Access Granted
Text: Matthew 13:1-13
Memory Verse: Matthew 13:9
Prepare to lead the Group Time


Read Matthew 13:1-58, First Thoughts, and Understand the Context. As you read, consider other parables or illustrations that Jesus used that describe an agrarian society.


STudy Matthew 13:1-13. Think of a way to tell the story of the sower and his seed to a society that would not understand agrarian culture. Modernize the parable in a way that teaches the same truth but uses a different object with which your group would identify.


Plan the group time using the ideas under Lead Group Bible Study and More Ideas. Consider using the current event identified in the leader extras at blog.lifeway.com/explorethebible and in QuickSource. 


Grow from expert insights on weekly studies through the Ministry Grid (ministrygrid.com/web/explorethebible).
Gather the following items:

Pens and paper; Personal Study Guides. Prepare to display the following Pack Items: Pack Item 5 (Bookmark: Memory Verses); Pack Item 10 (Poster: The Parables of Jesus in Matthew).
LEAD Group Bible Study

Focus Attention (First Thoughts)


EXPLORE: As the group arrives, ask them what sources people use when they are devising a passcode for the computer. Note that many people use addresses, birthdates, or some other personal items that will help them remember their code. Ask: Why do you keep the passcode a secret? Upon what conditions would you share your passcode with someone?


EXPLAIN: Jesus frequently spoke in secrets (passcodes)—not for the purpose of excluding others but to reveal the secrets of His kingdom to His followers.

DESCRIBE: Using the section Understand the Context (PSG, p. 133), describe the context of Jesus’ parable as a huge crowd pressing Jesus with many types of hearers in attendance. Explain that He spoke the parable to hearers who represented the types of soil he mentioned in the parable.


TRANSITION: Today we will examine Jesus’ primary sources of inspiration for these parables—the agrarian fields of Israel, as a farmer sowed seed in his field.

Explore the Text


READ: Call on a volunteer to read Matthew 13:1-3a, as the group listens for clues to the setting of Jesus’ parable of the sower and his seed. Allow time for the group to share their observations.


HIGHLIGHT: Jesus left the house where He was teaching to go to the sea. Even if His motive was to be alone, Jesus still attracted a huge crowd that necessitated Him getting into a boat and addressing the crowd. 


Ask: What kind of viewpoints about Jesus were likely represented in this crowd? 

DEFINE: Write the word parable somewhere prominent in the room. Explain that in Greek it meant to lay something beside something else for the purpose of comparison. A parable is a story that formed a comparison or an analogy with a deeper truth. For a more in-depth look at parable, lead the group to complete the Bible Skill activity in the PSG (p. 139).


THINK: Consider why the parables of Jesus are so well-loved and remembered by people. Make reference to the chart of parables, Pack Item 10 (Poster: The Parables of Jesus in Matthew).

READ: Distribute paper and direct the group to listen for and record the four types of hearers Jesus mentioned in His parable of the sower. Read Matthew 13:3b-9, and then review the four types of hearers.


ASK: Why is it important to remember that this is a parable of how people hear and receive the Word of God rather than a parable of how they come to Christ? 


STUDY: Lead the group to review their PSGs to discover more about each type of soil (pp. 135-137). Encourage each person to record their findings on a sheet of paper. Then review what was discovered.


Ask: What principles for sharing spiritual truth can be found in this parable? How can believers follow these principles in today’s world? (PSG, p. 137) How did Jesus experience the truth of this parable in this setting? 

Explore: Lead the group to list some of the conditions for good soil to be present in a farmer’s field. How do these conditions apply to those who are good hearers of the Word of God?


READ: Read Matthew 13:10-13, as the group listens for the reason Jesus spoke in parables.


WRITE: Write the word secrets somewhere prominent in the room. Ask the group to define the term and tell whether it is usually thought of in positive or negative terms. 


Ask: What determines if a secret is positive or negative?


GUIDE: Identify Jesus’ reason for speaking in parables in Matthew 13:11-12. How was Jesus’ use of parables fair for all who heard them? 


Ask: What explanations might be given for why some hearers of the Word of God do not give evidence of understanding it and letting it make a difference in their lives? (PSG, p. 139)


Emphasize: Remind the group of this session’s memory verse, Matthew 13:9; also see Pack Item 5 (Bookmark: Memory Verses).

Summarize and Challenge (In My Context)


LIST: Lead the group to list stories used to make the gospel clearer to those who are seeking a relationship with Jesus Christ. Why are these stories effective in teaching spiritual truth?

EVALUATE: Remind the group of ways they can use stories to help people understand who Jesus is. What role does your personal story (testimony) play in pointing others to the gospel of Jesus Christ? Who around you might represent the various types of soil that Jesus mentioned in His parable of the sower?  


EXAMINE: What are some of the various ways you hear God’s Word? A podcast? A sermon? Through personal Bible study? Examine the way you are responding to the Word that you hear. The way you are responding will reveal the type of soil that you are at this time.


Lead: Complete the second question set on page 140 of the PSG. (Determine how your Bible study group could serve as an encouragement for sharing the gospel. How can the group hold each other accountable for sharing spiritual truth with others?)

PRAY: Pray that God will make your group better hearers and doers of the Word of God.
Practice


Plan some time this week to slow down and listen to the Word for what it is. Focus on not only hearing it but finding a practical way to put it into practice.


Evaluate areas of the Word that you may have neglected to read. Commit to reading out of those places and listening to the truth that God speaks through them.


Since the study of Matthew 1–13 ends with this session, make sure that every group member has a PSG prior to the next session. 

More Ideas

Focus attention (first thoughts)


Consider locating pictures that would represent the four types of soil: the path, the rocky ground, the thorny soil, and the good soil. What do these photos have in common? Explain that Jesus used these kinds of images while teaching. Challenge the group to look for the significance of each image as they study.

Explore the text


To enhance the study of Matthew 13:1-3a, play a song that people may not know and ask them to record the meaning of that song. Intentionally choose a song that may be vague in meaning. As people share their meanings, note that people can hear the same song yet hear different themes and aspects.


To supplement Matthew 13:3b-9, explain the Key Doctrine of “The Kingdom” (PSG, p. 137) and demonstrate how Jesus used this parable to reveal the secrets of the Kingdom of God. 


To complement the discussion of Matthew 13:10-13, write the words exclusive and inclusive on note cards. Divide into two teams and give each team a card. Direct them to explain how Jesus was being inclusive and exclusive. 

Summarize and challenge (in my context)


Lead the group to discuss why people often have to hear the gospel many times before they will turn to Christ. Ask: Why is it important to share the Word of God faithfully with others and leave the results up to Him? How does this take the pressure off of us in our preaching and teaching of the Word? How does it take the pressure off of us in evangelism? Call on volunteers to speculate how many times they heard the Word of God before they gave their lives to Christ. 

SUGGESTED music idea

Play or have a volunteer sing “Wonderful Words of Life,” by Philip P. Bliss. Direct the group to share why the Bible is a beautiful book to them.
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